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December 15, 2019    James 5:7-11 

 

7 Therefore, brothers, be patient until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the valuable 

harvest from the ground, patiently waiting for it, until it receives the early and late rain. 8 You be patient 

too. Strengthen your hearts because the coming of the Lord is near. 

 

9 Do not complain about one another, brothers, so that you will not be judged. Look! The Judge is 

standing at the doors! 10 Brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord as an example of 

suffering with patient endurance. 11 See, we consider those who endured to be blessed. You have heard of 

the patient endurance of Job and have seen what the Lord did in the end, because the Lord is especially 

compassionate and merciful. 

 

Farmers Wait Patiently for the Harvester to Come  

 

Today James puts us in the boots of an eager farmer with a sickle in his hand, looking out the window and 

waiting for the crops to come in.  In Kansas they usually planted wheat or milo due to the lack of rain.  They 

need at least a couple of rains to hit for their corn to grow and survive, and it doesn’t always come when 

needed.  So I used to think of this as the farmer putting the seed in the ground and having to patiently wait for 

the rains to come.  But when I read the background on how it rains in Israel, it gave me a little different 

perspective on what James is talking about in this instance.  One Greek dictionary said, 

In Palestine, rains occur primarily during the months of November through March, and the summer 

months are often without rain. . . . in the Middle East grains grow primarily during the rainy season and 

are harvested early in the spring.  (Louw Nida Vol. 1, pp. 168–169) 

So it’s NOT that the farmer is waiting for the rain to come so that his plants will grow.  The rain has come and 

keeps coming.  The plants are growing.  The farmer is just getting anxious to get out in the field and get his 

crops IN.  This actually happened to the farmers this fall in Michigan.   

 

If God puts us in the boots of the farmer, it means that we also want there to be a good harvest.   We want to 

reach out with the Gospel and bring a bigger harvest home.  We want as many people to be in heaven as 

possible as we wait for Jesus to come again in this Advent season.  But there’s obstacles to bringing in the 

harvest.  Sometimes the field gets pretty muddy down here.  Life can be messy, and people can be messy.  (That 

includes us.)  People can also be lazy and not very cooperative to work with, unlike a plant that just sits in a 

field.  Another problem comes when other workers aren’t helping in the fields.  They aren’t reaching out.  They 

aren’t sharing the Gospel.  They seem indifferent to it all as they lose track of the field.  So this field that could 

be green and growing isn’t half of what it could be or should be.  I think - if we had even half of our children 

and grandchildren still coming to worship here - we would be filled to overflowing!  If we made more effort to 

reach out to our neighbors, the pews would be overflowing on Sundays.  But we’re not.  So those who are doing 

a lot of the work and WANT a great harvest, the temptation can be to become angry and irritated.  James has 

two commands for us today.   

 

1.  You be patient too. Strengthen your hearts because the coming of the Lord is near. 

 

There’s a story in the Gospels about how Jesus and his disciples were going through a place in Samaria - the 

region just north of Jerusalem and south of Nazareth.  The people there had some animosity with the Jews, and 
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the Jews had some animosity towards them.  Some of that was racial and some of it was religious.  When Jesus 

went through Samaria on the way to Jerusalem, they tried to reach out to some people in Samaria.  But when 

they found out that Jesus and his disciples were on their way to Jerusalem, they shut them out.  As a result, 

James and John were angry with them.  They basically asked Jesus, “Should we call fire down from heaven to 

strike them dead?”  Jesus rebuked them, because they weren’t showing any patience.  They were ready to strike 

right away, but Jesus didn’t want to strike.  He wanted to save!  Isn’t that a wonderful thing?     

 

James used the example of Job to see what eventually came about.  Job was struck with boils on the skin.  All of 

his children were killed when a tent fell on them.  His cattle was stolen.  His servants and sheep had fire come 

from heaven and burn them to death.  Talk about having a bad day!  Yet after a long process, God eventually 

vindicated Job and brought him back to health and prosperity.  It took TIME, much longer than any of us would 

want to wait.  Job was able to wait it out and be blessed in the end. 

 

So God tells us to be PATIENT.  It isn’t easy to work for the Lord in this world.  Be willing to suffer for a while 

and work for longer than you expect as you try to bring the harvest home.  Don’t give up on someone that has 

gone astray.   Don’t write them off after one invite.  Keep praying for them.  Keep forgiving them.  Keep 

reaching out.  Stick with it.  You never know when or how the LORD may work on them.   

 

Think of how patient God is with you.  He knows what your weaknesses are.  Maybe it’s laziness.  Maybe it’s 

cowardice.  Maybe it’s pride.  Maybe it’s fear.  You don’t want to reach out because you don’t like rejection.  

You don’t want to help out because you are very selfish with your time.  How often does the Holy Spirit try to 

pull us out of our laziness and fear, and yet we still make the same excuses and do the same sins?  Yet does God 

condemn us?  Does He give up on us and cut us off?  No!  Not half as quickly as He could or should!  He sticks 

it out.  He rebukes us.  He feeds us.  He encourages us.  He forgives us again and again and again, because Jesus 

paid for all of our sins, even the ones we have a hard time getting rid of.  He WAITS in hope that we will 

produce more.  He doesn’t just say, “Forget it.  I’m cutting you off.”  His forgiveness is limitless.  His patience 

is unbelievable!   

 

Sometimes you never get to see the fruit of your labor.  Think of a tree that produces fruit, and the branch 

breaks under the weight of having too much fruit on the end.  The owner lets the branch hang there - looking 

ugly - because the fruit is still growing.  Then the branch is finally cut off and the fruit is harvested.  People eat 

it in their homes or give it to other people to eat, but the tree never sees what has happened with its fruit.  So it 

is with the work that we do in the kingdom.  We don’t often see how our labors produce any fruit.  Older people 

feel like that tree branch that should just be cut off.  But you still have fruit growing on you that is nourishing 

people.  You may feel ugly and broken down, but God isn’t ready to cut you off.  BE PATIENT!   

 

There’s one other command from James as we wait for Jesus to come.   

 

2.  Do not complain about one another, brothers, so that you will not be judged. Look! The Judge is 

standing at the doors!  

 

When you’re working in a field and you’re tired and muddy, it’s easy to get frustrated and complain about 

others you’re working with.  It’s easy to get tired too.  If you don’t like how they do their work or what they’re 

doing, you start to complain.  If their laziness gives you more work, then you really get discouraged.  When 
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you’re doing your best others come and complain about how you’re doing your work.  Many ministers end up 

quitting the ministry with such frustrations.   

 

It kind of reminds me of watching a game.  The ref makes a bad call, and the coach and the fans start 

complaining about it.  Next, the coach makes a bad play call, and the fans start complaining about it.  The 

player then commits a turnover, and their teammates start yelling at him.  At that point, they’ve already lost the 

game because they are focused on the wrong thing - on everyone that is doing everything wrong, instead of 

what they are supposed to be doing right.  They could have all worked together to try to overcome the obstacles 

instead of imploding at the first sign of adversity. 

 

God binds us together in Christ.  He gives us the same Holy Spirit and the same forgiveness.  We come from all 

kinds of different backgrounds.  We have all kinds of different interests and we all have different weaknesses 

and sins.  But when you bind yourself together here, the common faith in Jesus makes us willing to overlook 

our weaknesses and our differences when we have a common Word to live by.  When we are in here, I don’t 

care if  you’re Michigan State, Michigan, Detroit Pistons or Lions.  You’re God’s child and so am I.  I don’t 

care if you have an abrasive personality.  I don’t care if you irritate me to no end.  We both love Jesus.  We both 

want to be in heaven together.  We both want to reach out with the Gospel.  We both are forgiven.  We can 

overcome that other garbage when Jesus is here.    

 

It is easy to pick a thousand things to complain about in church.  You don’t like the music.  You don’t like the 

liturgy.  The preacher speaks too fast or too slow.  More evangelism should be done.  We should do more for 

the elderly.  Honest critique can be good and helpful in order to grow.  But when it turns into a complain-fest - 

where everyone is complaining about everyone else, it is hard to get any harvest in at all.  Who would want to 

join a church when all of her members are constantly fighting with one another and everyone is waiting for 

someone else to do what needs to be done?  

 

There was a man who sang in the choir, whose wife was not very good with their special needs children.  The 

children were acting up, and he started complaining about her from his spot in the choir.  What should he have 

done?  He should have gotten up and helped her with the children, instead of sitting on his rear end in the back 

row complaining about her!  He was so focused on her weaknesses he couldn’t see his own lovelessness.   

 

When Job had lost his children and his cattle and his health, he started out great!  He said, “The Lord gave, the 

Lord took away.  Blessed be the name of the Lord.”  But it wasn’t as if he didn’t complain at all.  If you keep 

reading through the book of Job he had plenty of complaints about what had happened to him.  He became very 

angry and frustrated with God and said some very accusatory things of God, claiming that God didn’t care 

about immorality in the world.   

 

But the biggest thing that irritated him was his friends.  They blamed HIM for what had gone wrong in his life.   

They got angry at Job and nitpicked at everything he was saying.  Instead of just listening and praying for him, 

they assumed the worst about Job when God, in reality, didn’t give any real reason to allow Job to go all those 

things.   But when his friends tried to figure it all out, they only got themselves in trouble.  They weren’t patient 

and kind with Job, and they didn’t leave room for faith - to just let God does what He does without trying to 

figure it out.    
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What happened in the end?  Brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord as an example 

of suffering with patient endurance. 11 See, we consider those who endured to be blessed. You have heard 

of the patient endurance of Job and have seen what the Lord did in the end, because the Lord is 

especially compassionate and merciful.  It’s interesting how James says this - “We have seen what the Lord 

did in the end.”   It took time, but God ended up giving Job ten more children and doubling all of his cattle.  

God was very generous and giving to Job as He seemingly reimbursed Job for all of his losses.  He didn’t give 

Job double the amount of children because his first children were most likely already in heaven.  So he never 

really lost them in the first place.   

 

But the point that interests me is how James says WHY God did what He did in the end, because the Lord is 

especially compassionate and merciful.  You see, Job had been getting very accusatory of God throughout the 

latter chapters of the book.  He accused God of injustice.  He accused God of not caring.  He dared God to show 

up so he could put God on trial.  Yet he also feared that God would just crush him in a thunderstorm.  In the 

end, God DID show up in a thunderstorm and question Job.  He didn’t answer ANY of Job’s accusations.  But 

God DIDN’T crush Job like he thought He would.  And God didn’t punish Job’s FRIENDS either, as they 

deserved with their false accusations.  He had Job make a sacrifice for them too.  God was compassionate and 

merciful.  He forgave and restored Job and also forgave Job’s friends.  He brought forth even more fruit out of 

this tree of a man who had seemingly been cut down.  When Job’s wife just wanted him to curse God and die, 

and when his friends thought Job should be cut off as well for his seeming impenitence, God had other plans for 

Job - to make him grow.  He patiently waited until the right time.  He does the same thing for us too, even when 

we complain and grip against each other.   

 

If you’ve ever been driving up on Highway 2 in the U.P., you sometimes get stuck behind a lot of people in two 

lane traffic.  Inevitably, somebody is going to be in a great big hurry.  They zoom by one car, only to get stuck 

by the next.  So they risk their necks passing the next one and the next.  In the end they’ve gotten three cars 

ahead - and caused a lot of stress in the process.  Wouldn’t it be so much more peaceful and safe just to wait 

your turn in line and enjoy the scenery instead of stressing about how slow the traffic is going?  Why make your 

life miserable as you wait?  I wish I lived by this rule and enjoyed life more often!   

 

As we wait for Jesus to come again this Advent season,  we know we aren’t in control of when Jesus will come.  

We have to wait!  So how will you do it?  Be patient!  Farming isn’t easy!  Some plants grow slower than others 

and need more work.  Put the sickle down.  Grab the pruners.  Bring out some manure and a shovel.  Don’t 

worry so much about what other people are doing or how dirty you’re getting - just do what you can.  Keep on 

working, but leave the results in God’s hands.  Work with the tools you’ve been given and cooperate with the 

people who are next to you, waiting patiently for the Judge to come when the time is just right.  Amen.   


